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Prejudice Is Born from Not Knowing

Yuna Hasebe
“A panda?
“Yes, your mother was a panda when she was young.”

This short conversation was my best memory of my aunt. When [ was in the fifth grade, my
cousing' family and mine played tennis together. | was so happy because I loved playing tennis, but 1
enjoyed talking with my aunt even more.

My aunt told me an old story of a little *fat girl becoming a panda!! One day my mother skied
without sunscreen and she had goggle'shaped *suntan. 1 laughed at that.

My aunt has a *disability. She cannot move the left side of her body. She always uses an
electric wheelchair, She needs help to do her daily *chores like eating, bathing, and so on. She can
speak some words. She uses a hand-made ABC chart and points out the letters one by one to make
sentences,

Onee upon a time I would not want to talk to her. It took some time to communicate with her
and I was taught we HAD TO be kind to the disabled. I talked long with her for the first time five
years ago. After that I had a new way of thinking about her.

My aunt is cheerful, positive and hardworking. She *published her *autobiography and wrote a
children’s book. She learns *calligraphy, too. [ *respect her. I think she treasures the *connection
with the society — in her own way. Whenever [ would see her, she calls to me, “ Yu-chan” with a
smile. [ like her very much.

I learned from my aunt we should not *prejudge people. When I talk to people in my daily life, I
try to listen to what they have to say. *Prejudice can come from anywhere, anytime without
*warning. To stop it, I always try to put a smile on my face, Then making friends is easier. I hope the
society will be the one which everyone respects each other,
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